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(5) They should be in a position to save enough
to maintain themselves during their old age.

None of these conditions is satisfied today. For this
both the parties are responsible. The masters care only
for the service they get. What becomes of the labourer
does not concern them. All their endeavours are generally
confined to obtaining maximum service with minimum
payment. The labourer on the other hand tries to hit
upon all tricks whereby he can get maximum pay with
minimum work. The result is that although the labour-
ers get an increment there is no improvement in the
work turned out. The relations between the two
parties are not purified and the labourers do not make
proper use of the increment they get.

A third party has sprung up between these two
parties. It has become the labourers' friend. There is
need for such a party. Only to the extent to which this
party has disinterested friendship for the labourers can
it  befriend   them.

A time has come now when attempts will be made
to use labour as a pawn in more ways than one. The
occasion demands consideration at the hands of those
that would take part in politics. What will they choose ?
Their own interest or the service of labour and the
nation ? Labour stands in sore need of friends. It cannot
proceed without a lead. What sort of men give this
lead will decide the conditions of labour.

Strikes, cessation of work and hartal are wonderful
things no doubt, but it is not difficult to abuse them.
Workmen ought to organize themselves into strong
labour unions, and on no account shall they strike work
without the consent of these unions. Strike should not
be risked without negotiation with the mill-owners. If